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Growing Up With Tanzania is a multi-layered, three-part memoir of 
an eventful passage to adulthood in colonial and early-Uhuru days 
of Tanzania. It combines a smooth narration of a contradictory 
life with critical reflections on education, race and nation, and 
augments that with a sentimental journey along spirals of change 
affecting places, people and ideas. In an evocative style, Karim 
Hirji offers a slew of absorbing anecdotes, cultural currents, critical 
commentary and progressive possibilities. By vibrantly contrasting 
the hope-filled sixties with the cynical modern era, he lays bare 
the paradoxes of personal life and society, past and present. With 
three previous books and scores of scientific papers to his credit, 
the author is a retired Professor of Medical Statistics and Fellow of 
the Tanzania Academy of Sciences.

A thrilling, aesthetically satisfying mix of memory, musings, 
meditations and mathematics. … A must read …

Ngũgĩ wa Thiong’o  
Eminent African Novelist, Poet, Activist, Scholar.

A refreshingly detailed memoir … full of love and concern  
for his country …

Zarina Patel 
Kenyan author, Activist, Journalist.

Author
Karim F Hirji holds BSc (First Class, Mathematics and Education, University 
of Dar es Salaam, 1971), MSc (Operations Research, University of London, 
1972), and SM and DSc (Biostatistics, Harvard University, 1982 and 1986) 
degrees, and has taught at the University of Dar es Salaam, the National 
Institute of Transport, and the University of California at Los Angeles. Once 
a visiting professor at the University of California, San Francisco, he has 
taught short courses at the University of Bergen and the University of Oslo.

He has published many papers and book chapters in the areas of statistical 
methodology, applied biomedical research, the history and practice of 
education in Tanzania, and written numerous essays, commentaries and 
book reviews on varied topics for the mass media and popular magazines.

He is the author of Exact Analysis of Discrete Data (Chapman and Hall/CRC 
Press, Boca Raton, 2005) and Statistics in the Media: Learning from Practice 
(Media Council of Tanzania, Dar es Salaam, 2012). He also edited and is the 
main author of Cheche: Reminiscences of a Radical Magazine (Mkuki na 
Nyota Publishers, Dar es Salaam, 2010).

He retired from his position of Professor of Medical Statistics at the Muhimbili 
University of Health and Allied Sciences in 2012. Currently a Fellow of the 
Tanzania Academy of Sciences, he walks, talks, reads, writes and dreams in 
the friendly but congested, fume-filled, expensive environs of Dar es Salaam. 
He may be contacted at kfhirji@aol.com.
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